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after school and summer arts fun!




‘Camp Kidnetics’ Brings Arts to Students in After School and Summer Setting
Students at Zablocki Elementary School have a ‘one of a kind’ after school and summer program. Camp Kidnetics is an exciting program that brings artists from multiple disciplines to work with students. Kelly Shannon, a teacher at Zablocki, created the program to give students in the after school and summer hours an opportunity to experience a variety of art media from drawing cartoons superheroes to sculpting vibrant creatures in the Mexican tradition. 
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Tom Gill, a local drummer, worked with students to create their own drums and celebrate musical creativity as a group. Gill was able to use the extra energy students tend to have during after school hours to his advantage. “Although it required more of a commitment from them to accept a workshop setting, students can be more open with less boundaries in the after school and summer,” said Gill. Students were also able to use drumming to channel their high levels of energy. 
Some groups of students really took leadership roles during Gill’s visit to the camp. After working with a group of all girl students, ‘Drumming Damsels,’ for a couple sessions, the students actually asked Gill to step out of the room so they could try and compose their own drum rhythm. “The number one success of a facilitator is to go away,” said Gill. 

Students from all ages were able to work together during Camp Kidnetics and some of the older students took on leadership roles. “I really tried to let them be leaders,” said Gill. The older students in the session became role models for the entire group. “When you see younger kids supported by other students, it is a very unique thing.”
Students became involved in all levels of their drumming experience from helping set-up and unloading drums to working with Gill to create their own drum they were able to take home after the session ended. “They are really creating their own experience when it involves them from the get go,” said Gill. 

Hot Diggity Dog camp, an outgrowth of Camp Kidnetics, brought in sculptor Steve Wirtz to work with students to make paper mache dog sculptures. Students were able to choose the shape and design of their own dog then Wirtz would create a wire armature for each student. “It guarantees success during the project but students still get to be creative,” said Wirtz. Students then used newspapers, magazines and colored paper to create textile for their dog that they could then paint. 


Because Hot Diggity Dog Camp was held during the summer, Wirtz was able to work with students for extended periods of time. “You aren’t as pressed, we could relax and be more creative,” said Wirtz. The students celebrated their artwork during a special lunch that included chips, soda, and of course, hot dogs.
Camp Kidnetics is a unique program that gives students the opportunity to experience art programming outside of the school day. “Ms. Shannon’s vision and enthusiasm really make it extra special,” said Gill. “The students come out feeling better about themselves.”
Arts @ Large projects are designed to connect arts to academics in a meaningful way that links activities to academic learning targets.  Across the board, Zablocki’s Camp Kidnetics achieved this goal.
· Grade 4 Music:  Students working with Tom Gill of Rhythm for Unity made their own rhythms on drums supplied by the artist and drums that they constructed out of simple materials, participated in an instrumental ensemble, and learned to play an instrument at a beginning level.  They evaluated their performance and composition as a group.

· Grade 5 Art:  Students working with Steve Wirtz created artwork that shows the artist’s point of view, creating amazing dog sculptures.  They experimented to discover methods that work better than others in artistic presentation.  They were able to discuss the qualities of crafts made of fiber and clay from different cultures while demonstrating problem-solving skills when working on art projects.

· Grade 5 English Language Arts:  Students working with both artists participated in class discussions, asked questions and responded to information respectfully and thoughtfully.  They used language appropriate to the audience and setting.  At Zablocki, where many students are classified as ESL, participants applied standard American English to written and oral communication.

